Questions from your fellow PC’s:

1.  When the drill comp begins, am I supposed to present the platoon to you ("___ CO, ___ PLT, there are ___ MIDN on deck, etc") or do I just start with the card?

A: When you are ready to start the card, you will take 7 steps forward, pull out your card and begin.  Once they have fallen in, get yourself 6 and centered, face about and wait for me to step in front of you.  Then you will report your Co and Plt formed for drill.

2. I remember from past competitions PLT CDRs would always raise their

cards.  Do I have to do that or anything else before executing the next

movement?

A: I will be grading the movements, you will wait for an “UP” from me before you proceed.  While on the march, any movement that can be executed with running commands (commands one right after the other), you can call the commands.  If there is something that I missed or want you to repeat, I will tell you to go ahead and give them to the rear and execute the movements again.

3. The 8th command is to form for inspection.  After I do that am I

supposed to present the platoon like in a real inspection?

A: Just like you did for the inspection, align them and then stand in front of YOUR GUIDE and wait for me to step in front of you.

4. For left step and right step do I have to give the command centered on the platoon (Once I do left step do I have to re-center myself and then do right step or do I remain in the same position).

A: Key to all your commands is that you must be 6 and centered for 99.999% of your movements.  Two schools of thought; you have Parris Island drill and then you have San Diego drill.  I am from San Diego.  I want you to call the command and provide cadence (one, two, one, Plt halt).  Then center yourself.

5.  On eyes right do I turn my head to the right as well and will there be a platform or a specific location that the PLTs will be doing the eyes right in front of?

A:  Eyes right; you will halt your platoon just short of the “reviewing stand”, put away your drill card and take your position in front of the 1st squad leader and be aligned with the guide.  Turn your head to the right and command Forward March.  Six paces from the edge of the reviewing stands, command Eyes Right, turning your head to the right while executing a hand salute.  When you feel that your platoon has passed the Reviewing stand by six paces, order Ready To.

6.  Do I call a cadence while in eyes right?

A: No cadence is called while your head is turned.

Q: Is it Dis-missed or Dismissed?

A: Dismissed is a quick count.  Do not elongated this.  The key to this

movement is that your platoon must break the POA instantly. If you elongate

it, they will respond the same way.
